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Malaibar Rare Books and
Manuscript Library

is a home to one of the most prominent collections in Kerala, housing manuscripts, lithographs,
documents and other invaluable historical materials related to Malabar, the modern-day Kerala. The
collections spans a broad historical range from the medieval, to modern to contemporary period.

MRBML is deeply committed to collect, digitize and preserve rare books and manuscripts, and has
been active in the field nearly a decade. To enhance access and engagement with our materials, we
actively promote research through partnerships, publications, and other academic initiatives.

We have already partnered with prestigious international institutions like Hill Museum and Man-
uscript Library, Minneapolis, to enable research and wider access to our collections. Further, MRBML
continues to support scholarly work by publishing research through our publication department.



Our manuscript collections hold Arabic, Arabi-Malayalam, and Malayalam manuscripts from Ker-
ala and is expanding rapidly. The collections covers a wide range of topic including Qur "an, Theology,
Jurisprudence, Exegesis, Astronomy, Astrology, Linguistics, Science, Medicine, History, Gastronomy, Lit-
erary culture and so on. Recently, MRBML has proudly collaborated with Hill Museum and Manuscript
Library, Minneapolis to digitize and preserve the manuscripts produced from Malabar between 1700s
and 1900s. Once digitized, these manuscripts will be made freely accessible to the public. As a part of
this project, preliminary surveys have been conducted across thirty different private archives, located
in select regions of Calicut and Malappuram, which is estimated to be completed within two to three
years. Further, a large number of surveys are yet to be conducted!

As a part of this partnership, these collections will be digitized made freely accessible to the public,
making it as the only Arabi-Malayalam digitization project with free-access. Completing six months, the
project has already cleaned and digitized a total of 17, 000 pages from fifty-three manuscripts.

MRBML maintains a strong community network that facilitates access to manuscripts and rare
books stored in private and community archives across Kerala, Karnataka, and the Lakshadweep Islands.
Recently, we have also received several valuable collections through endowments from these archives.
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Rare Books collections

This collection includes both lithographs and printed books that are either out of print or rarely avail-
able on the market. The lithograph materials, dating back to the 1820s, include works in Arabic, Urdu,
Persian, and Arabi-Malayalam, printed in the Middle East, North Africa, and India.

A significant portion of our rare books comprises Arabi-Malayalam texts produced in South India
since the advent of Arabi-Malayalam printing in Malabar in 1867. The collections range from genres
and purposes—general texts, syllabus texts, manuals, to guides— across different disciplines such as
Qur "an, Jurisprudence, Theology, Exegesis, Linguistics, Science, Medicine, History, Astrology, Astrono-
my, Geography, literary texts and so on.



Language guides/
encyclopedias

Our collections hold several language guides and
encyclopedias in different languages such as Arabic,

Urdu, Malayalam, and English, produced across differ-
ent historical periods and regions.



Postcards and posters

MRBML holds a great collection of fasci-
nating postcards—used as inland letters by
individuals and organizations—mostly from
20th-century South India.

We also preserve a variety of posters in-
cluding those announcing religious events,
wedding invitations, and religious pam-
phlets, all of which hold significant religious,
political, cultural, and historical value.



Letters and personal notes

The library holds several personal notebooks and
guides authored by historians and religious scholars,
offering rare insights and historically significant con-
tent.

Our collections also include letters of political
and historical relevance, exchanged among individ-
uals, communities, and religious organizations in
South India.




Newspaper collections

MRBML maintains a vast archive of newspapers in English, Hindi, Arabic, and Malayalam, printed in
India from the 1950s—when printing gained popularity in Kerala—up to the present day.



Photo films, cassettes
and CD collections

Our audiovisual collections include photo albums doc-
umenting religious movements and community events,
as well as cassettes and CDs containing sermons, music,
and recordings of socially significant events.
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How we collect

Our collection have been largely acquired through
generous donations and endowments from individuals,
groups and private archives. In addition, the library has
also purchased few materials to enhance the depth and
diversity of our holdings.
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Journals and periodicals

MRBML holds a rich treasury of periodicals-vital resources for reconstructing the social histories of
South India. The collection includes materials in Malayalam, Arabic, Urdu, and Arabi-Malayalam, many
of which are rare or no longer in print.

The collections include Arabi-Malayalam periodicals such as Nisa "ul Islam, al-Bayan, al-Murshid, ori-
gianlly lithographed in the early twentieth century. The collection also features printed journals and pe-
riodicals from the 1970s onwards, produced by various communities and organizations in modern-day
Kerala. These collections covers a wide range of topics such as gender, caste, politics, culture, religion,
language, environment, health, family, medicine.



Research in our collection

We actively encourage researcher in our collection through a variety of initiatives. Recently, we have
published research studies based on materials our own archives. We also welcome external researchers
to work on our collections and offer dedicated support to researchers as our staffs include experienced
scholars and experts who have been active in the field for decades.




MALAIBAR RARE BOOK
AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

Markaz Knowledge City, Kannoth (PO),
Kozhikode-673580, Kerala, India

info@malaibar.org
www.malaibar.org
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